22              TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
The text leaves some obscurity as to the extent of the
grant, for the term "White Sea" (bahr-i-sefid) was applied
to the Sea of Marmora as well as to the Mediterranean.9
In 1779 a convention explicative was added to the treaty,
insisting (Article VI) upon the limitation of Russian ships
passing the Straits to those permitted England and France
in their capitulations.10 Finally, in 1783, a sweeping com-
mercial treaty, much resembling the capitulations granted
other countries, elaborated in some eighty-one clauses the
conditions under which the Russian commercial flag was
to be permitted, like that of England and France, the entry
into Turkish ports. Russian commercial ships were to be
permitted to pass the Straits without payment of any
customs dues.
Catherine's ambition, however, was political rather than
commercial. It was aimed at nothing less than the conquest
of Constantinople itself. With Austria as an ally she waged
a new war on Turkey in 1789. But England, Holland and
Prussia intervened (France was pre-occupied with the
Revolution) and prevented the dismemberment of Tur-
key.11 Poland became the victim instead. Russia, although
victorious over the Turks, surrendered its conquests west
of the Dniester, by the Treaty of Jassy, 1792. The Treaty
9 Young, op. cit., Vol. Ill, p. 67, note.
10 Martens, op. cit. (znd ed.), Vol. I, p. 658. The reference is blind,
although it is repeated in 1783, for there are no prescriptions as to
form and size of ship in the capitulations of France and England.
Young, op. cit., Vol. Ill, p. 68, note.
11 Treaties of Sistova (Turkey and Austria)  in 1791, and of Jassy
(Turkey and Russia) 1792. The text of Sistova is in Noradounghian, op.
cit., Vol. n, p. 13; L. Neumann, Recueil des traites et conventions conclus
par PAutriche, etc., Vol. I, p. 463; Martens, Recueil (znd ed.), Vol. V,
p. 245; that of Jassy is in Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 16; Martens,
Recueil> (ist ed.), Vol. V, p. 53, (znd ed.) Vol. V, p. 291  (German
translation); Martens and Cussey, Recueil annuel, etc., Vol. II, p. 65.